
Product Profile

Description
The Patient Record Card is an easy to implement system for tracking sterilized items directly to the patient they were 
used on. Simply tape a card to the outside of every package and apply a lot control sticker to the card prior to 
sterilization. In surgery, the staff separates it at the perforation and places the card(s) on the patient's chart. This is an 
economical means of complying with AAMI ST79 regarding traceability of all items used in a procedure.

Frequency of Use
"Tracking systems should permit the identification of the patient on which the devices were used, the date they were 
used, the procedure performed and the surgeon's name. Facilities that do not have a commercially available or 
automated system should create a manual system. A simple system can be created using a steam-sterilizable two part 
card, with an external CI that is affixed to the outside of instrument trays. When the tray is used, the bottom part of the 
card is removed and affixed to the patient's chart to identify all items used on the patient. To ensure accurate tracking 
of sets and devices, all items should be given a unique number. For example, if the facility has four craniotomy trays, 
they should be numbered #1, #2, #3, and #4 to identify the specific tray used on the patient."
— ANSI/AAMI ST79. Comprehensive guide to steam sterilization and sterility assurance in health care facilities.

"Where tracking systems exist, documentation should be used to trace instruments to the patient on whom they were 
used."
— AORN 2014 Perioperative Standards and Recommended Practices.

Patient Record Card
For tracking sterilized items directly to the patient they were used on.
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ORDERING INFORMATION

PRC-250      Patient Record Card (Steam and EO Gas)                         250/pk

UPC-250      Patient Record Card (Steam, EO Gas and Hydrogen Peroxide)               250/pk

Cat. No.                 Description                            Packaging

PRC-250, UPC-250

STERRAD is a trademark of Advanced Sterilization Products, a division of Ethicaon US, LLC, 
a Johnson & Johnson Company, a division of JJMI.
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Actual size 2” x 3.5”



Positive IDs for Positive BIs
By Rose Seavey, MBA, BS, RN, CNOR, CRCST, CSPDT

A positive biological indicator (BI) can be a nightmare for the infection control, 
sterile processing and surgical staff. How can you be sure if a questionable product 
has been used on a patient? The last thing you want to tell a patient is, "We 'may' 
have used a product on you that was not sterile, but we are not sure. We will take precau-
tions just in case."

How can you be sure if a questionable device was used on a patient? The answer is positive 
identification of products used on each patient, specifically patient record cards. If a facility 
has a BI, having positive identification of which patients the 
questionable items were used on is helpful.

At The Children's Hospital of Denver (TCH), patient record cards have been used for the last seven years. These 
cards are attached to every surgical instrument set or package processed. Prior to sterilization, patient record 
cards are attached to peel packs and wrapped items with sterilization indicator tape. Instrument containers 
used at TCH have a dedicated pocket to slip the patient record cards into.

TCH uses a bar code system that prints identification labels for each set or instrument. The label is attached to 
the patient record card along with the sterilization sticker that contains the sterilization load information. Prior to 
implementing the bar code system at TCH, instrument identification was hand written on the patient record card.

Ideally, no items should be released until the results of the BIs are read to be negative for growth. Nevertheless, 
we know this is not always realistic due to limited instrument budgets, increasing surgical cases and the push for 
quicker turnarounds.

When instruments are used on a patient, the operating room (OR) staff removes 
the patient record card from the peel pack, packages or container. The cards from 
all instrument used during the surgical case are collected, placed in a bag to 
contain them, and then a patient identification label is attached to the bag.

These bags are then collected for the entire day and sent to the sterile processing (SP) 
department where they are kept at least until all of the biological results are read. If a 
recall procedure is instituted and not all of the devices were retrieved, 
we go through the cards to look for the items. Having the patient identification 
on the bag lets us know if an item was used on that patient. We immediately notify 
the physician that indeed, a questionable device was used on the specific patient. 
He can begin any necessary precaution.

Rose Seavey, MBA, BS, RN, CNOR, CRCST, CSPDT is the President/CEO of Seavey Healthcare Consulting, LLC, and formerly 
the Director of the Sterile Processing Department at The Children's Hospital of Denver.  Ms. Seavey served on the Associa-
tion of periOperative Registered Nurses (AORN) Board of Directors from 2008-2010.  She was honored with AORN's award 
for Outstanding Achievement in Mentorship in 2012 and the Outstanding Achievement in Clinical Nurse Education in 
2001.
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