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Amalgam Separator Tips:  

Flushing Evacuation Lines Before Installation 

 
With the EPA dental amalgam rule deadline of July 14th, 2020 fast approaching, the number of 

new amalgam separator installations is also on the rise. It has come to our attention that, 

regardless of make and model, a newly installed amalgam separator could fill up very quickly, 

leading to frustration for some customers and troubleshooting calls. To ensure a smoother 

customer experience, please note that evacuation lines should be thoroughly flushed for 2-

4 weeks, 3 times daily, with evacuation line cleaner prior to installation. 

 
Evacuation line buildup  
For optimal performance of suction tubing, many evacuation line cleaner manufacturers 
recommend routine use either daily or after each patient. However, many dental offices do not 
follow this recommended protocol, and biofilm and other materials can build up in the 
evacuation lines over time. 
 

 

Examples of evacuation line build up from various dental operatories1. 

 

When an amalgam separator is first installed, the buildup in the evacuation line can be disrupted 

and this could clog up the amalgam separator system. In amalgam separators that have a top 

chamber and canister, the top chamber may fill with dark materials. Clogging of the system may 

be further exacerbated if a new vacuum is installed at the same time.  

 
Evacuation line cleaner properties 
As per the EPA Best Management Practices2, evacuation line cleaners must have a pH 
between 6 and 8. Acidic (low pH) evacuation line cleaners have been known to hinder the 
operation of amalgam separators. Basic (high pH) cleaners can cause premature wear on 
materials used in amalgam separators. Sani Vac™ Evacuation System Cleaner (ref.# JVAC) 
may be used with amalgam separators as it meets the EPA requirements. 
 
Thoroughly flushing the evacuation line with evacuation line cleaner for 2-4 weeks, 3 
times daily, prior to installation of a new amalgam separator, can help to reduce the 
incidents of clogging and a faster than usual fill rate. 


